Prayers for Worship

Oh, Great Spirit
Prayer composed by Chief Yellow Lark, a Blackfoot Indian—

Oh, Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives
life to all the world, hear me. I come before you, one of your many children.
I am weak and small. I need your strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty and
make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset; my ears sharp so I may hear
your voice. Make me wise, so I may learn the things you have taught my people,
the lessons you have hidden under every rock and leaf. I seek strength, not to
be superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy--myself. 

Make me ever ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes, so
whenever life fades, like the fading sunset, my spirit will come to you
without shame.

A Scouter’s Thanksgiving Prayer
With reverence in our hearts, we, Your many children of many beliefs, United in common purpose, gather to offer this our humble prayer, In Thanksgiving: 

As Scouters we are thankful for: 

The many gifts and talents given to our fellow Scouters, and to ourselves;
The freedom we have to join together and as a team accomplish more than any of us could alone; The opportunity to be of service to young people, parents, other Scouters and our community; Our joy at seeing so many young people become excited as they grow and are able to meet challenges; Being reminded by their ceremonies and legends that he who serves his fellows, is of his fellows greatest; And most importantly we are thankful for the gift of knowing that our prayers are heard. 

We each in own way take this moment to silently add our own thanksgivings . . . (pause) 

With thanks in our hearts we offer our prayers and ask that You, the Great Scoutmaster of All Scouts, be with each of us until we meet again. AMEN 

By Michael F. Bowman

Jain Prayer of Friendship
"Friendship to all living forms, delight in the qualities of the virtuous ones, unlimited compassion for all suffering beings, equanimity toward all who wish me harm, may my soul have these dispositions now and forever."


An Irish Prayer
May God give you… For every storm, a rainbow; for every tear, a smile; for every care, a promise; and a blessing in each trial.  For every problem life sends, a faithful friend to share; for every sigh, a sweet song; and an answer for each prayer.

Native American Prayer
Hold on to what is good even if it is a handful of earth.

Hold on to what you believe even if it is a tree which stands by itself.

Hold on to what you must do even if it is a long way from here.

Hold on to life even when it is easier letting go.

Hold on to my hand even when I have gone away from you.

Scouter’s Prayer

Dear Lord, from your judgment seat on high,

Look down on a Scouter such as I.

Search me through and find me whole,

Then help me Lord to reach my goal.

Help me Lord to work for Thee,

Guard my homeland – Keep it free.

Help me to work with others and be kind,

Helpful with my hands and mind.

Keep me Lord, both well and strong
To help our growing boys along.

Control my thoughts, keep them right,

Sound, clean weapons for life’s fight.

Protect my morals, keep them high,

Grant this to a Scouter such as I.

A Scout’s Prayer
Lord, we thank you for this day.

Help us to do our best every day, and forgive us when we slip.

Teach us to be kind to other people and to help them at all times.

Bless our parents and teachers and leaders and all the members of Scouting.

Bless us, Lord in your love for us.

Help us to be better scouts and let us do our best for you.

A Scout’s Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to keep my honor bright and teach me that integrity of character is my most priceless possession.

Grant that I may do my best today, and strive to do even better tomorrow.

Teach me that duty is a friend and not an enemy, and help me face even the most disagreeable task cheerfully.

Give me the faith to understand my purpose and life open my mind to the truth and fill my heart with love.

I am thankful for all the blessings you have bestowed upon my country.

Help me to do my duty to my county and to know that a good nation must be made from good men.

Help me to remember my obligation to obey the Scout Law, and give me understanding, so that it is more than mere words.

May I never tire of the joy of helping other people or look the other way when someone is in need.

You have given me the gift of a body; make me wise enough to keep it healthy, that I might serve better.
You are the source of all wisdom, hemp me to have an alert mind, teach me to think, and help me to learn discipline.

In all that I do and in every challenge I face, help me to know the difference between right and wrong, and lead me in obedience on a straight path to a worthy goal.

A Scout’s Prayer in Winter
Lord, we are camping in the snow today;
We may fear the cold,

But we trust that your spirit will guide and warm us

A Scout’s Prayer
Master of the universe, grant me the ability to be alone; may it be my custom to go outdoors each day among the trees and grass, among all living things.

And there may I be alone, and enter into prayer, to talk with the one to whom I belong.

May I express there everything in my heart, and may all the foliage of the field, may they all awake at my coming.

To send the power of their life into the words of my prayer so that my prayer and speech are made whole.

Through the life and the spirit of all growing things, which are made as one by their transcendent source.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We thank you today for the adventure of Scouting; for the unselfishness of parents, for the patience of teachers and for encouragement of friends.  We give thee thanks, O Lord; for our Founder’s life of service and for his gift of Scouting to the world.  Help us to hold firmly to the law which he gave us for guidance and so to understand more fully thy will.  Inspire us to find a way of life, in which the youth of all nations, may find unity and true brotherhood.  Amen

GROUP PRAYER

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught to see beauty in all things around them.. for their world will be a place of grace and wonder.

Blessed are the Scouts who are led with patience and understanding... for they will learn the strength of endurance and the gift of tolerance.

Blessed are the Scouts who are provided a home where family members dwell in harmony and close communion... for they shall become the peacemakers of the world.

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught the value and power of truth... for they shall search for knowledge and use it with wisdom and discernment.

Blessed are the Scouts who are guided by those with faith in a loving God... for they will find Him early and will walk with Him through life.

Blessed are the Scouts who are loved and know that they are loved... for they shall sow seeds of love in the world and reap joy for themselves and others.

Amen.

Creator Spirit, Come

(Martha Koenig, from United Church Camping, Spring '85)

O God, Creator of lakes and dunes

Help us to feel your spirit

In the beauty of nature around us:

Make us calm and,

In the quiet, speak to us:

Help us to listen;

We have so much to learn from you

And also from one another:

Help us to share

Our plans and our decisions,

Our dreams and expectations:

Help us to celebrate

Your presence among us,

And to work together in your name.

The Scout Beatitudes

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught to see beauty in all things around them; for their world will be a place of grace and wonder.

Blessed are the Scouts who are led with patience and understanding; for they will learn the strength of endurance and the gift of tolerance.

Blessed are the Scouts who are provided a home where family members dwell in harmony and close communion; for they shall become the peacemakers of the world.

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught the value and power of truth; for they shall search for knowledge and use it with wisdom and discernment.

Blessed are the Scouts who are guided by those with faith in a loving God; for they will find Him early and will walk with Him through life.

Blessed are the Scouts who are loved and know that they are loved; for they shall sow seeds of love in the world and reap joy for themselves and others

A Psalm for Scouts and Scouters
The Lord God is our Great Scoutmaster who provides all our needs.

He lets us camp in forests tall and meadows green.

He leads us on trails besides waters deep and still, brooks babbling, streams rushing, and rivers raging.

He restores our bodies, minds and souls, even as we observe the eagle soaring to greater heights above.

He encourages the Eagle Scout in his upward climb.

He teaches Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Venturers to live the Scout Oath and Law.

Even though the trails may lead through dark valleys with towering mountains, we are courageous because he leads us onward.

He continually blesses us with food for mind and body.

Even when our enemies dislike or distrust us, he blesses us with the gifts of love and forgiveness.

Surely, his goodness and mercy will sustain us all the days of our lives.

And, when we climb the final trail through the awesome pass that leads to the Great Council fire, we shall join those who traveled the trail before us and joyfully live with him

forever!

Meditation

Sanctify our campsite with your presence and joy.

By the spirit of affection and service unite our

Scouting families, that they may show your praise

in our land and in all the world.

An American Indian Interpretation of Psalm 19

The Great Father above has shown His power by making the stars of the heavens; and the brightness of the lights in the sky is wonderful.

His voice is the voice of all nature, and His wisdom shows even in the darkness of the night. The whole earth is filled with the melody of God.

In the days of creation He sent forth the great sun shining like the brightness of the face of a lover, and His strength warms all the world.

The law of the Great Father can do all good things and His words bring wisdom to simple souls

An American Indian Prayer

Morning star wake us, filled with joy to new days of growing to man from boy.

Sun, with your power, give us light that we can tell wrong and do what's right.

South wind, we ask, in your gentle way blow us the willingness to obey.

North wind, we ask, live up to thy name, send us the strength to always be game.

East wind, we ask, with your breath so snappy, fill us with knowledge of how to be happy.

West wind, we ask, blow all that is fair to us, that we may always be square.

Moon, that fills the night with red light, guard us well while we sleep in the night.

Akela, please guide us in every way, we'll follow your trail in work or play.

