
Campfire Safety



Campfire Safety

• Build on bare ground in established fire pit 
• Have rocks or other barrier around fire
• Clear ground around the fire ring
• Have buckets of water (and shovel) nearby
• Keep fire (and sticks) in the fire pit
• Put the fire cold out (check with hand –

carefully!)



Building a 
Campfire
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STOVE SAFETY



STOVE SAFETY

• Always have adult supervision.
• Fill stove or connect propane tank away from 

open flame; wait for stove to cool before 
filling.

• Use stoves on level surface. Do not overload.
• No stoves in tents ever.  Avoid stoves in 

buildings.
• Never leave lighted stove unattended.



Stoves versus CampfiresStoves versus Campfires



Disadvantages of Campfires

• Char the ground, blacken rocks, kill 
vegetation

• Consume dead wood that would provide 
shelter for animals

• Can spoil pristine appearance of the land
• Can make forest fires, must be carefully 

made and monitored



Advantages of Stoves

• Low impact
• Can use anywhere, anytime

– Even in rainy weather
– Even when campfires are prohibited

• Reliable
• Quicker
• Do not dirty bottoms of pots and pans



Meal Cleanup: 3 Pot Method





The 3 Pot Method for Washing 
Dishes when Camping

2 31
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Heat Up Full Rinse Bucket



Fill Up Wash Bucket ½ Way with 
Water while Rinse Water is Heating



Fill Up Sanitizer Bucket with Cool 
Water while Rinse Water is Heating



Add Capful of Liquid Bleach or 
Sanitizer Tablet to Sanitizer Bucket



Remove Rinse Water from 
Heat & Add ¼ Pot of Hot Water to 

Wash Bucket



Ready To Wash
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Sanitizer 
Bucket
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Hot!! Use Hot Pot 
Tongs for Rinsing



Washing Dishes
• Each scout wipes clean his own plate, cup, and 

eating utensils before going to the wash line.
• Each scout washes, rinses, and sanitizes his 

own plate, cup, and eating utensils.
• Scouts on clean-up duty wipe clean all pots and 

cooking utensils before going to the wash line.
• Scouts on clean-up duty wash, rinse, and 

sanitize the pots and cooking utensils.
• Scouts on clean-up duty dispose of 3 pot water 

properly.



Dispose of Wash Water…Far Away 
from Camp

Wash Bucket
(Warm Soapy 

Water)

Rinse Bucket
(Very Hot)

Sanitizer 
Bucket

(Cool Water 
with Bleach)



Rinse the Wash Bucket by 
Transferring Rinse Water to It
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Dispose of Rinse Water from Wash 
Bucket …. Far Away from Camp
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Sanitize Rinse Bucket by 
Transferring Sanitizing Water to It
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Sanitize Wash Bucket by 
Transferring Sanitizing Water from 

Rinse Bucket to It
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Dispose of Sanitizing Water from Wash 
Bucket …. Far Away from Camp
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You’re Done Washing Dishes!!

• After pots and pans dry, stack them together 
and store them in patrol box.

• Be sure to dispose of leftover food and stow 
away other cooking items.

• Pick up any spilled food or trash from the 
cooking and eating areas.

• Dispose of all trash properly.
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